
-fM safety of th* whole affair depends upon the .*.-.-
each «hich lata oll th* water into tha boiler* being
watched with unremitting vigilance. The negiert <f
tkia for half an bear would allow steam to generate io
the easing, which would then, in plaio terms, become a

figaatic Ik i.er without a valve or any means of !....

ttag off its steam, save by blowing up. Thi* was the
apparato* which, as I nave explained, io order la
economize heat and cool the saloons, it ww proposed to
iatrodac* on board the Great Kastern in the three
fuu.« s to th<- screw engine, and the two forward
faanels for the paddle«. .Messrs. ItolVin and Watt
were intrusted witn the construction of the screw en-

ciaes and boilers, and tbey at once firmly refused to

have any such casing round their funne'-. or attached
ta their engines in any way whatever. I am not aware

ef the precise reason on which they grounded tb :r

rafasal, though doubtless they re-t*d mainly on U. .

ebviou* hat, that the plan had been tried over and
ever again and failed with more or of b>
.oaveaienr-e or disaster. The plan, however, wi>

art«jt«<f for the f»o paddle funnel*, thoagii a* ab int.

that time tbe Collins line of steamers, wno h had tried
the plan for nearly three years, discarded it as often
dangerous and always worth!e-s. The a-rg* of the
two forward funnels of the Great Basten held SSMS1
about seven or eight tuns <d water, and the forward
esa», at least, it is ma evident, m.ght have exploied
at any moment dmirg the voyage, when the grind
saloon was tilled with the visitors on board to listen to
tea admirable music of the abip s band.
Tb* explosion ia thus described by the same corre¬

spondent:
" The visitors who were p'-ssenger on board num¬

bered abont I'*", and, as may readily be believed, in-

eluded among them some <>f tbe most dietinguisned
navigators, engineers, and scientific men in Kurope. All,
as usual, were assembled a*, dinner at about .r>{ o'clock
an Friday, when btfore the dessert came on, two gen¬
tlemen leu the Chairman's table to look at the t a-'

near Hastings. Mr. Campbell, the Manpis of Stafford,
Earl (f Mount charles, Lttd Alfreif Paget, and a few
.then followed, without waiting f«»r dee*«sn. Tbe de¬
parture of these gentlemen from th< salo«in, as it hap-

Cined, broke np rhe dinner party and instead of r«-tir-
g to the grand sal'ion, as usual, nearly ail tue Vint¬

ers came on de« k, and went i iglit forwar J m the bows.
About 30 remained at table- a few were on the btl Ige
with Mr. Campbell, and thu», by a most men- tul inter¬

position, it bapiiened, for the first time during the voy
age, that there was no one eitiing'n the grand saloon,
and no one on the little raise 1 deck round 'he foreman
fanteL One or two gentlemen were congrat¬
ulating Mr. Campbell on tbe almost marvel-
Ions sntf'ess of trie ship, when in tbe space of
. second there was a terrific explosion. The for¬
ward part of the de« k appeared t j spring like a mine,
blowing the funnel up into the air. There was a

*x>l fused heavy roar, amid which came the awful
crash of timber and iron mingled togetner with fright-
fa] nproar, and then all wax hidden in a mal of steam.
Blinded and almost stunned by the overwhelming con-

entsion, those on tbe bridge stood motionless in the
white vapor til! they were reminded of the necessity
«rf seeking sh« lter by the shower of wreck.glass, gift
work, saloon ornaments, and pieces of wood, irduoh
began to fall like rain in all directions. Th«- pnlorged
clatter of thepe as they fell prevented any one aft the

bridge from moving, and though all knew that a fearful
accident had occurred, none were aware of its exfc nt
or what wa* likely next to happen. After a short in¬

terval, during which tbe white steam still r>bt< -«-.j all
aft tbe funnel, Captain Comstock, who was on the
bridge, tried to see what had OeeaiiTOd, but he could
only ascertair, by peering over the edge of the
paddla-bcx. that the vessel's sides were unin¬
jured, ami the engines still going. Gradually
then, as the steam cleared off, the foremost fun¬
nel could be eeen lying like a Io? across the deck,
which was covered with bits of glass, gilding, frag¬
ments of curtains and silk hangings, window frames,
scraps of wood blown into splinters, and a BUS* of
fragu . I.'-, which had evidently come from the cabin
fittirgn of the lower deck, beneath the grand saloon.
In tbe middle was a great heap of rubbish where the
funnel had stood, from which the ooadeanMd steam was

rushing np in a white, and therefore n«d hot, vap'-r.
but onoiigb to hide completely all that hat bappeesd
below. In another minute all the pa-scngers came

rushing toward the spot. The 90 or IUI who bad re¬
mained at fable in the saloon next that winch blew up
came on deck also, and it will give your readers toast
idea of the gigantic strength or the vessel when I Ml
them that thetelatter until they actually saw the taatsh
were almost unaware of the t"rnl'u explosion which
had occurred beside them. It was ouly;be dull, heavy
roar, followed by the rattling <d fragments as they
rained down on and through the skylights which
warned them that something dreadful ha occurred.
Still nore knew what had really happened «>r what
injury the vessel had sustained. ( apt. BsgriOoO. who
was aft at the moment, rushed forward, and, seising
a rope, lowered himself down through the strain into
tha wreck of tbe grand saloon, and, calling to six
men to follow him, began a search among the rums for
thore who might have been below. Tue only one in

tbe apartment was his own little daughter, who had

just arrived at the after part at the moment of the ex-

plosion, and who, completely sheltered by the wrought-
iron bulkhead had escaped, by a miracle, totally un¬

hurt. Capt. Harrison merely gave the order to pass
ber up through the sky-lights, and cunt iiiio- 1 Ins search.
This was no ea~y matter. The wreck and rubbish
piled in all directions in the ladies' «mall saloon, for¬
ward of the funnel, made it difficult to move about.
The steam bid almost every object j the place was

briksn, tbe floor in parts upheaved and riven, so as to
show a still more frightful s nash in the asjOOM and
cabins behiw. Through these apertures the bright

J;lare beneath the lower deck of all showed that the
urnace doors bad either been blown open or blown
away, and the tuncel being gone, the draught was

down the remains of the chimney, forcing out the
flames and ashes in a tierce and dangerous strea-n.

This, as the embers touched water, rent up a dose, suf¬
focating air.naif steam, half gas.in which it was

difficult to see, and almost impossible to breathe,
la the mean time, most on tioard, including
tbe visitor*, took steps to restore order and eotnf
deuce. As I have uiieady said, there were fortu¬
nately no holiday tourists there, or the matter
would have been much worse. Some of the ablest
engineers and machinists were on d< ck, who could
pretty well guess what l ad happened, and what worse

might follow. A funnel, tilled similarly to that which
had blown up, was evidently getting intensely hot, and
of those present none knew to what extent its' jack-t,
.r outer casing, had been damaged, or how soon it
might expkxle. Mr. Scott Kurse 11, lolhiwed by one or

two engineers, at once weut below to the fnrnaces of
the?e boilers, and ordered the steam to be blown off,
th* speed of the engines to be reduced, any every pre¬
caution taken to guard agaust mishap. Mr Campbell
regained calm and collected ou deck, getting the rew

forward aid preventing any unnecessa y alarm. S mis
ait the men instantly weut below to MSVOh IM those
employed i* the stoae-holes, whom it was now evident
must be fearfully injured, if indeed alive. Mr. Trot-
man, with one oc two others, went below to the lower
dei k cabins, where one at least wa* known to be cov¬
ered by the wreik, w hile Capt. Harrison came on deck
and ordered the ship's course to be altered toward the
land till it could be ascertained that there was uo im¬

mediate danger from tire or injury to the frame of the
vessel bolow. The form, r taw appeared to be
the most imminent, as the flames were st<U
rashing fiercely troin tho furnace ioota, Tue
hose was therefor- ordered to be laid on, and in¬
stant preparations made for extinguishing the tires.
Tbe bore was got at once into play, and a stream of

water was poare<d down into the stokehole beneath the
lower deck, so as in a few minute* to Beeueh the lire
in lb* furnace*, and put at real ail fear of danger from
that source. Withiu twenty minute* after the blow¬
up the real cause and uature of tbe in -diap was kuown.
and iheiita! cafety of ail the eng ne* SSM after b sQsft
was definitely ascertained. Fearful as was the explo
.ion, it was *«en that, owing to the immer.se s'.rei.gth
of th* sh'p, its violence had been entirely confined to
the compartment in which it had occurred, and it was

determined to resume the original course and slcer for
PoMlard. All dargvr trom tire or another exp\>»ii>n
being now at an end, those who chose were enabled
to go down and examine for themselves the scene of
the disaster. The litter on tbe de-, k showed that li¬

the compartment in which it had taken pit -e, and
where it ww cottined by th* WToughtiroi: buLkhea is,
it had been wide and general. Tike fore part ot .Mr.
Crace's beautiful saloon was a pile of giiUerug rubbish,
a mere conf used mass of board*, carpet shreds, hang¬
ings, mirrors, gilt frames, and splinter* of < :.-.... t*

the rich gilt cart-irg* were 'uoken and thrown dowu, the
brass work ripped,the handsome cast iron foHtt*H raf I i
tb* funne! overturned and strewed about. Jo 'be r. ..-e

forward part, a state s.ttirg-r.Kirn fcr lauies, ,-very s;q-

fle thing was destroyed, and the BjajatJafJ last SJ
rok*n and wrenched up. What the consequence

would have been if it had taken place an hour later,
wben tbe visitors would be sitting in the salo n, i* al¬
most tearful to thitk upon. But the damag'-in this
part seemed a mete bagatclj* whenc.unp.irrd w.th the
ravages among the lower deck cabin" beneatn. 1:
was difficult to go down thise, for the whole place was
filled with fragments of boards, chairs, be is. cabin
xtttirgs, broken steam pipes e.nd syphon t ibt<s, tOtJi OUl
nvete, and masi-es of the u rer and outer faanels rent
to piece* like caluo, and lying about like BSStp* of
wumpled cardln^rd. Pveryth.ng was in literal trag-
inente. The c. ur»e of th* explwion OOuM then be
teen at once. The water, or rather steaoi, in U cv

mghad cruehfd m the inner tssuW. blowmg up tbe
funnel alwve deck while both funuela below it wer*
torn to pieces and hurled about, souietimes in single
rivets or scrape no longer than one * band sotneti i.es
in crumpled op lump* weighing several hundredweight,
11*neath this deck, toward tne stokehole, where the
remnant* of the lucre! left a yawning hole like an nx-
in.11 volcano, the force of the exploaiou was still more
manifest. Mot only was the iron compartment nearest
to tne boiler LaiUy rent and pusiied lack, but one of

the mnTi de-k beams, an eDorrocn«Mr maearive wrought
iron girder about two feet deep, ar.d streng'hered with
angV irons, was wrenched bivk and nearly bant in

halves In MM par'sM exploe.on seems tohava a* ted
with the caj ri' ioui violence of lightning. Thus, in
the grand IweOH tbO two latest iidrrort on each aide
of it, mnning fore and aft, were quite unbr k-n.
though the r Iverinr. HI boiled off the backs of both
by the bev of the -team. I5y the aide of the«e glasse«
eeetifcaooraaaaawere ber,t and broken, an! mirror-
hf four 'Tri** 'he distance from the seat of th<- disa-tvr
were a ii -. pulverized, aid their fram ngs even de-
ctroyed. The heaut'ful oak stAirca*«.* des">eudni< to
the salo re were blown up like cardwork (jet not a

br* k rn the library shelves, rlose to the funnel, was

stirred. At the bottom of the strkeiole I found one of
the g..* frau.ii g/, whi'u w ore plaeod round the win¬
dows of the »a!oon: it was perfectly uninjured. For
yonr readers to understejid tail I rgnlarity they mn-t

sn; pi»e one h a-e.gay i imber eight.to have|bad an

Sjploxaoa in Ita e ,!*r. ar. I aaeeSC 'he ruin is found nr.-

irjored, a drawir.g-ronm picture Irelorging to the next-
door neighbcr at number nine. Tdte i>ier, as far as

cAn be judged from a inperficial examination, itands
Brat . ekxae aciaUay, however, will be necessary to
enable the «-Lgineers to determine whether any part of
if, more especially its tubes, are it' ired. It -eem*
alrrio t I o -i at i to mi pa that when «neh a severe 00s>
OaasBOa was ejperenced, it ran nave evaped entirely
witliout 'rjury. Near and npr n the boiler lie scraps
and morsel- of the funnels, wnich show where the first
te/ir rg away commerced before the inner ca-iog was

blown up to the deck.
The following are the names of those killed and in-

nreö1
Mr. William Masse,SBQBBasr ] «:t(»tly ir.j jred.
Jaaa aVreS, areaaaa; a.,i.
MloaaetM It*oy, Baeasaa j dead.
Mi tia* Mi»£oL, Ireaaa dead.
Kdward Pa-I. I <>>rmiL, trimmer; j rr.rsd oveih>ard to

ei^i[ie be rteuo, and hat.
v\ Uttaai Ta.:, trtanasr, e«pe<-ted to laesvaa
.VI,n Yuan n. trimmer; e»p. <*ed to reel ver.

Ko baid Kc*»ar<1* fireman i dante; ,ui.y turned and acalded.
it' hart Adaim fireman. IMA
William ssyasha, fireman ditv.
U a '..: \S oodward. fireman.
w'e give below a summary of the testimony given

on the Inqeeat i
The Coroner's ir quest on the bodies of the five un¬

fortunate stokers.John bojd, Michael Marion, Mi-
chat! McJi< y, Robert Adams, and Kir-hard Edwards.
was held at't!,- Town Hall at Weymouth, before Mr.
lleniy Lock, the Coroner for Dorset.
The lirst witiesa examined was James BrNce, the

junior engineer of the paddle engine department, who
aajd hat it was bis duty to a'.teud to the direction of
the engineers in (barge of the padole engines on du'v,
aid to render assistance ander their direction. Be
was to'd not to meddle with or make himself respon¬
sible for any of the cocks Of valves. The donkey-
engine w*bicA pumj ej mfo the boiler was oot of 01 ler,
ri d did not perform its duty satisfactorily. The don-
k> y etgine < n li e port atdo of the ship in the forward
stoke-hole had broken down. One minute before the
explosion, .Mr. M Lennan, the chief engineer of the
si ip, came down to wi'ne s, and locked to the sa'ura-
tii n of the water in the boilers, aid raid, on leaving
that everything seemed right; knew that the bursting
ot the water -i enter rem »».- rward funnel raised
the aipJoekM. At the time of the exphmon, the
briilers were Lot being led from the easing, which wa-

cvident from the low temperature of the water going
into tie boiler They had caaood to looal tko boiaars
fr> m the wuter <-h,h:,g. he believed, to get a greater
amount of witter into tbe boiler. It the water ca-ing
bad been ra_nlaiiy kept sappbed With water, and a

contiual flow in and out, the accident would not have
happi ned. There were two s'anil pipoij to the wa'.er-
caataej. which, it open, would have prevented iL
Mr. li.'enton, one of Mr, lirum I'l principal engineers,

was called to give evidence to the probable caute of
the aeciden*. WMaras was ice "inpaaied in hij ex<
sailiiattea by Mr. M Coaaal (tbe engiaeer of the Korth-
\\edi rn Bailwaj), Mr. Scott BasaelL Mr. Smith ithe
invenror of the seraw-propaOar), Mr. w< Smith n civil
saMhaaar), a: i Mr. Batta, who repreaaatad the linn of
BailCon and Watt. Witaoaa and tboas with bins came
to a ccaclaaioa aa to tbe eaaao of the accident. The
doable fbanel oaaifig wao aotalwaya applied to ottier
ateatn boilara. The fa* tot the wooiw. ok around the
fur.nl being blown away led w.tr.ess to BOO the cause
of the accident without the drawings or explanations.
Tb« y asceitained that the funnel was double for 40 feet
of its length, the inside being .> feet in diameOBa*, and
the ou'eide one 7 fret, leaving a --pace of ii inches be¬
tween the two all round, i no water was contained
betweentkotwoi tbeexptosdoatook place about halt-
way down, near the lower deck. Tlie inner casing was
ci llap ed, and the i nter one burst out. The object of
the casing was to prevent the watler being led direct
to the boiieiH. Theio n u- an appara'u* provided to

pttrvaataay azoaaaive praaaara aoctttattlaoag m the
waterJacket Tbia OBapaarattas ooaaiBtad of a "ataad-
pipe,'' which Whs carried to Dear the level of the top of
tin-tunnel and coinmni H atcl with the water-ja-ket,
rnasttfaiiag aaafaty tb1 vm. Be ngopeaal top, as soon ns

the preesuie increase.- it rOOS out ol the ''stand-pipe."
The bight of the column of waV-r regulated the press-
010il UM jackets, hroiii inquiry, tuey learred that
the let l-water for the boiler w as sent direct to the
boiler, without passing through tbe funnel, as the don-
key-ei gices dad not work i-aiirfaotonly; one of them
burg enabled, the other had to do the work of two.
That accounted lor the fac". of the communication be¬
tween the boilers and the casing being abtat off. s\n
e.vplosk.n ought not to have occurred if the "stand-
pipe was m operatioa. Theb atteatiea was called to
the state of the stand-pipe, and they found at the bot¬
tom of it a plug oopabla of being turned. It w as chat
off, leaving no vent lor tin- steam generated in the
eaae. If trie "stand-pipe had been in opera'ion, or if
the feed was continued through the jucket, the explo¬
sion would not have occurred. The steam mint have
gone ou generaing til! the cylinder burst. No one

seemed to know how, when, or by who ji the rock was

shut. Two or three days betöre the ship sailed, the
" s'and-pipe net being high enough, a piece was

added to it, so that up to that time the cock intM have
been open. It was supposed to have been closed by
sen e woikman tor seine purpose, and not to have been
again opened. If the cock Had been taken off, the ac¬

cident could never have happened. The cook was

put ou to tert the casts by hydraulic j>ressure, and had
not been removed. Tne lock could not h.ive boea
i ll sed by the force of the explosion, or, indeed, wit¬

ness could not OOOtOaivi the acudent n urring.
Tbottqoeatwaa i< oiaod next ddy, Mr. .lohn Scott

Knssell luivitg come from London tobe present.
Mr. .lehn 1) ksor, foreman to M:. Kusiell, and

under whose super.ii!. ndei.ee the machinery ol" fie
paddle engines wao lit'ed, was also present, and Mr.
M'Lennan, the obiei ergincer of the Oreat Kastern.
TbeCt roner raid that, oa the opening of the inquest,

be had a; oMo ooasidered that tt was a oaaa which
ought to be adjoweed, ia order that the Jury might
have the ass,stance ol some of the surveyors from ".he
Beetd of Trade. He hiid accordingly coiiununica e 1
with the Hoard of Trade, and rec-i\ ad a letter in reply
the previous day, which stated that it was impossible
that l'apt. Kobartaoa, the .surveyor Oeueral, could at¬
tend the iaojaii] bafara Batardoj asut. Be tkarefora
thought that, under those circumstances, i' woald be
nni-t ndvisabai that tiie Jury sh >uld have the benefit
oi the aapartaaoa of those ofBoora, and, witii the.r per¬
il isaoa,|b0 would adjourn further proceedings till Sv
nrday morning at'.'o clock. He the Coroner) tru«te I
that both the Company and Hr. Scott lviifsell would
be ready on that OCCAmM witk any evident e wln ii
could throw the «mal'est light upon the cautm which
had led to 00 disastrous an accident.
Mr. Beott Lusseil said it would be proved by wit-

restes that the cex k of the v alve was open ou Tuesday,
and when t-b« vessel |aft the r:\- r on Wedne-day.
Tbe iiK;u:ry was then adjourned till Saturday morn-

'tg-
The interest evinced by the public in this part of the

country in all relating to tlie sh ji seems as great as
ever. Nearly 6.000 persons paid their half-crowns to
go 11. U'ard, and prcnenaJei tl e deck a.i nay. de v-

i g tbe squalls of w.nd and rain wit:-, an endurance
worthy of a bett» r « aunt.
The repair of the damage? baflloted by the ex-

Eloabm bas aheady conn .-ticed. Mr. Booct bTnsael
avirg contrai (ed to restore the whole for iT-ViNM. If

it should turn out 'hat either of the forward b nlers
baa been ii nred, £SfiUt wül seareeiy lafiea for the
enti'e resti ration. iMl the fact of there hav rg
tuen noe-crtpe of steam from either of the b n.ers ai

the tune il tbeexploaioe, ahea there was a pressure
.v each i' 88ft, H H believe 1 that they have osoapa 1
vithcnt material njury. The mere j »irery of t.ie
ctbit fittings and tbe redecoratioa oftbe graad aalooa
. ac. and dowbtk 01 will, soon be completed. With t e

iroawork, howov er, it is a different alTi'r. Ail this
niusv be executed in Ijondon from the working draw¬
ings tat t! e \» s*el aad aeat dcarn piecemeal by ra i to
\\ yn. atb. where it can be bolted together on h urd
tl.esh.p. Mr. Scott Kusse.i s contra« t is to täm<h tbe
whole skip in er former ttale as she left the river,
I ^ I wi'ks.

FRANCE
>'n« Oi^ Oaa a> neaoi I Isac.

Paus, Sept 13,16
The Jl/oritirnr i f last Fnday broke the long si-

itn.o that has been so much coiphvned of. It«
leader that day is a veritable "*ensatioa article,'
aud k.cked up a rumpus in tie minds of men, o

w hose exte'nt and violence uo refined, ciasau' phrase
com eye an adequate idea. The substance, if not
the full text of it, sh.'uid have been transmitted 11

England by telegra, h before the departure of the
Saturday's steamer for Liverpool. Its intrinsic
importacce well MOfltod such telegraphic attec-

tioo. To c Lvey a Mtipg pf tae first uupreasion it

made upon us here photography n«*ed be called in

nd. It brought out on men's countenance* that

expre-ii'.n which in this lamentably imperfect pea-
and ink (ketch n best repressed by the word
flabbergastednet» To describe touiethmg of tbe

change wh.ch this inpressi< n and expression ha\e
nea undergone is the dlüicult Usk wLch your
reporter undertakes in th:a 'etter.
The article was communicate d direct from St.

Pauveur. That it was pl-cari'v " inspired by the

Cajfaiuf, ar.d even verbally, appears in the first
-.¦Ltence, wherein yo*J will notice ju-t tfiat certain
tart irTitabOit] that marks several of his later
ifJutlo tin addrrsaj fay fin Great Kodier tffjfjan
nt St. C! .ud the other day. for example. A de
clensiorr. b] the way. from th<* calm of hi* eariy
sfv'.e that is wortty of remark. " Wuen ftcU
'»|K»hk for themselves, it seems at first sight use-

"rees to explain them. H s M*je«ty reminds one

of an impatient schoolmaster scalding th- boys for
not und« rstar.d.i.v' r-y instinct what he so well com-

¦gsjlcidl that he «.\. r!(M.ks the processes by which
the knowledge was attained: or of that youth Abo
knew Ul fati.er so easy that the ignorance of others
in that regard su-pri-ed him. However, he reeog-
n zes in tbe neat sentence that these sell speak.ig
facts, these " simplest things" have been so dis¬
figured by pa«-.< i 'i latsigaa that an explanation
is become indispensable. He is quite right then.
Vetj few people kre-w w hat the simple tlingi were.

Evea the riaUaatioi has required as mucn study
as Ilradsbnw's Kmlway Guide, bringing m ail at
first, as 1 said. to a stand-still, then leading search¬
ers for the truth into a lahyrinth of co.je.-turet,
many of which are already relinquished as er¬

ror eous, and now guiding the foremost of us into
little better than a <-rr/ de sar, :i turn-again alley.
The simplest things were to the voting popula¬

tions of Central Italy, to English statesmen, own

OOfrOsmrtstsMtt able edit irt, and trie r**st of the
world, official ar.d tOl official, inscrutably complex
th rj«. I p to Friday morning last past, they RJMC
jKn*¦rmnt at the gaoa| important rnosr in ail that
Yilialranca business, to w.t, that the restoration
of the Jlukrs was the "tinefmtaea e mdition
urged by Austria ar.d acn pted by France, to the
recognition by tbe former of an It* ian nationility
and of tbe rights of bumanity in Venetia, if Bot

Ieven of ail the cornjuests of the Franco Ssrdiniaa
arms. Idreetiy they came to know these
' tfli'igs," and recovered from the surprise the
knowledge brought with it we grew exceedingly
nrioM to learn who were they who, already know-
li g had been oiefiguring them by passion and in¬

trigue. Not Francis .Joseph a:.-; his party, who
knew indeed, but w loa the 11 explanation repre-
sents iis hhv itg frankly a'id resolute y renounced
the devil aLd all his works.I mean the old Am-
trian policy, "wtich is dangerous, perhaps, but
"not without glory" of dominion.in Italy on

above BCDti tied ti'aj tmu neu condition. Hot the
Zurich plen'potentiarics either who werekm wing:
and 10 proceeding by that procest at reasoning
which we style ruu it'/11Ivsxun. we came conclu¬
sively to Victor Kmanuel and his Mtniitry and tue
heads rd thejproMtional governments and Garibaldi,
tLe late close allies and companions in arms and
policy of the Imperial editor. It must be those
personages to whom he refers when he writes:

"If, alu r the peace, the destinies of Italy had been
" intrusted to men more intonated in che future
,* of the common cuntry than in little partial ad-
" vantages, th" a.m of their erlort* would have
" been to develop and Bot to trammel up
" tie consequence* of the treaty of Villa-
" tranei." Io this conclusion, among others,
the indispensable explanation had led and was lead¬
ing people shortly alter its publication. Hoa could
the) escape it I Hut how eolild they keep to it '

For they compared it with Victor l.ma iuel's re¬

sponse to the '1 usean dt lega* i.oi the other Sunday,
with the significance attributed to that response
not merely by the mass of tin* I mean people but by
solemnly constituted Tuscan and Sardinian officials
at official baieeiet* anf otherva fo-res. and with the
Dad that I.ouis Napoleon had had time and oppor¬
tunity, which it was not conceivable be should neg¬
lect, to be .nformed of its term*, not to say to "in¬
spire" them. Uut if we were lorced fiy the severi¬

ty of this cor detonation to suppose that ihe pro
ceedings of the Italian leaders were really disap¬
proved of by it* author. VtO were st II greatly
puzzled to explain the late date he rh< se for its
publication. If the great body wf Italian', who,
with an approach to unanimity that is almost suspi¬
cious, have declared the forfeiture of the 1 Jukes,
instead of being encouraged to a free expression of
their wishes, had been to! 1, by tbe same authority
that promised cit zensh pof a gr-»at country as a re¬

compense lor their soldiership on the morrow of
x ictory.bad tbey bi e i told, instead, that they were

rivettu.g tue cüains of the VeLetiuns, bringing upon
themselves an unaided struggle with ttie armies of
Austria, and sc, far as I'.wma and Modeua won
conseriicd, throwing away a chance for the lullill-
nient of the very w ishes tbey were s idly express
ing. it is possible that, wiser than their leaders,
they might have pioitod by the warning. Now,
when tbe e\il is done and alarmingly paet reiiiely,
such imperial doctr.ne seems profitable neither for
correction nor instruction.

liefere going further, let yo'ir reporter again ob¬
serve that he is not giving his own comments on

the article of th* Miini!>ur. but his attempt at edit¬
ing those of the public, i r at least those of a con¬

siderable portion of the public. To record in de¬
tail the opinions of all part.es, so far as tt-ey have
come to light would form a most voluoiiuou* and
chaotic colltrtion. I a m to give some notion of
the general drift of public opinion, whicl
has changed it* Course from day to day. but tends
more aid more to set in one direction. I nt*HTI
for the close of the letter some side comments, and
would not venture to guess w hat quite different
course it ami t.hey may take or be driven into
within the next twenty four hours; for. to quote a

phrase from a brother of tbe quill, which bis tin-
merit.not inconsiderable for an own correspond¬
ent.of being at least hall true. ' Si, la tauen*
" ftaj rrg-n» ufjourd'itui, c'a*f lUnjiriVm '/«i It
" rtnlt." A now [mpetit] leadi r in to-morrow
morning's Ifuwiloar nay upset all the conclusions
Of io day; and the telegraphic ret>ort reaching you
by the same steamer that brings this letter may
throw my MS. into the laoloM waste .if past hit
lory. " His re'gn.ng alajestv reveals his wisdom
by surprise, which is the e-sence of a km! of w;t
bo s\ery fond of indulging at other people'! ex¬

pense.
O'fioia!* in the ministries were as much " taken

aback "

as the general reader last Friday, by the
famoiit art cle that was probably penned on

Thursday. Something was anticipated from the
visit of the Austrian Lmbaiuador te St. Sauveur,
but not this definite thing. The t.rst emotion wi<

very treat and general, but of the sort Mr. C irlyle
would style dumb and IMllafajsatc The tir-t remark
was an OialasMtiOB mark' then followed interro¬
gation "What do y, u think of it and %t gradu¬
ally we arrived at reflection, and ' What 1 think
of it." Not all have y.-t reached this last sti^e.
BOOM of the so called government organt do not jet(cnton to think at ail, but ktaJf s.l.-nce or utter
their i.o-tl.ought in the old (oraolaof aaau Bed
laudation. The liieral opposition journals have
MOM to express them-elve* pretty freely, ! nd.ag
in or forcing apOB the " explauation "

a sense most
tavrable to the prospect* of Italian independence
BOM Of them m re freely than the 'pillion Vaa^Msa.
a Int cats newspaper just started here wh eh
passes r.ghtly or wrongly, fur the orgsn 'of
1 rmce Napokoa. On this list IMOtut iu decided
advocacy of the .. annexation aoetHM " toptJttoM
worth noting. X\ thing has j.-t appeared m its
columns :n any w.a) favoring the idea of traotfernagthe Ttiicari Crown to the haosj of that Prince
though we hear enough f it frota OaMI qmirters

'

1m to brsn back and go on (tke apparont cob-j jetton in the phrase mraoftjadi well enoughw-th the ed,..wng drift' with the p-.hl.c . pr ,gr,-ss
m interpreting the last Napoh-omc id-ns on Itllv!
i i.e proceedings are c.k.demned. indeed, but ou'-v
when they have become, under tu« very .dew of
their severe judge, very i ke fixed tMto. In tbe
eame breath Francis Joseph is. as it were, patted
''it-.;' -irk. .--i-rsed. as tbe Americans *av as
g-H^d for a large amouut of virtuet and pMrniset,but ma:;, v rei> ved from the pra:tice and fulfill¬
ment oi ti.cm by reason of said proceedings. If
the Italians now ctoose to persist, why. they do so
at tilv.r own risk and peril. " ll .t the I)uke<"

Ofstf 'I all that ic't-r-wnting Modenese ,,rie we
|M0J. 'w ¦'¦ I be BntJgkt back I , | rM) that
much I. L. N". 1< \mft f^oaJaCta' ;f joaj j'y bj|

take them bsck. Venetia mint suffer; have la>
cursd j 'iir nationality. I think, by the late wa-;

. ba'i r.' t go into another war flat; that idea, and ob¬
serve that none but the cation I lead .a in the ideal
lifihtiL*: line: I have done u y part, an I now leave

)ou to settle tbe beat yo'i caa single-handed with
Au-tr.s; sm-erely bjpg y"ij may set I Congress,
but do cot clear!) see how you cm pet m ire out
of it that, jou have out of me: and at, wishing you
< rod speed. I w thdraw from the business m ac ive

partLrr. Mut now people say. Franc r-tvi m a

Urz» interest in the concern ">0 M»n tr -¦.>*. '.«

pea--,r-firn ..; tr.e Afcbd ik-- .« a r-- a impos-
? :.it): the dastardly, characteristic 'urea: to

make the Venetiana anawerable for the c ataaiary
of tte TlirilO, though ita execution la more |tj be
fean-d than executfcN of good pr..i:i >es ll ease

of their submission, is to be hojed it 10 unlikely
to Work its oetenaible purpose that the opeo atato-

n nrt of it k] Lou . Napoleon must be a liy «ort of
ttiahee, inter ded to damage b;« young tr end F.
Joseph rather than serinu«ly 10 persuade the
Italians to repeatsnee; the imperial leader, then,
has net charged the facts in the case; the Italian
.inestion is as complicated as ever, but a European
Congress, whose business it w. be to derse some

waj oi setterg it, is more patently necessary thtn
ever; until it meet*, and pending its debates, the
provisional state of Central Italy eontmues. and is

so much gaiced for the tinal triumph, if not of
Itaiian liberty, at least of one of the necessary pre¬
liminaries to it.Itviian independence of Austria.
To day th» interpretation of the article of the

.V«»..'. n-r :s still more hopeful, for I read in the M.n
isterial journal* of Turin that it gives no dissatis-
taction to Italian readers. One mi them states,
with a semblance of authority, th\t the Kiog was

in advance informed of its purport. 8o that now
we beg ii to doubt if Victor Emanuel and Company
n ere efil meant to be condemned as intriguers,
etc. Some of the lopgaff sighted fancy they discover
even English *tateamen under that adusion, though
it is difficult tu guess how the destinies of Italy
alt» r tte peace tell into their hands. It is further¬
more romured that the Emperor was partly pro-
rohedl to the issuing of thi* matifesto by the un¬

comfortable warmth of Lord John BoaocO'l argu¬
ment. sddres»ed t«» tbe Vienna Cabinet, ia t tvorof

popular rights ac<l ron-iiiterventi in. H\d the
English Ministry of six months ago shown toe same

¦pint the war might have been av tided.
To keep to Fans and the rumors, conjectures,

suggestions and inventions of its ingenious people.
It being ascertained that Kieh trd's Metternich a

visit to Ft. Seiveni was txwaaaaporaaeasxa with the

dispatch theDOO to the MunHrur of the famous arti¬
cle, some infer, with more or less aid freu rea« ifl
and imagination, that the close Austro-French alli¬
ance was as good as agreed upon then | that t le plan
of an Austro Franco-Kussian allian*e for the pur-
I.of isolating say. ultimately, invading) Kng'tn i,
di*abl ng Frusna and dismembering Türke) is
sketched ut, and in a way to be carried out; that
the intervi. M of Napcdooi aOaj Francis Joseph tor
the arrangement of these and the Itvlixn affairs will
sure!) Like place ifl Switzerland.
The editor of the StnU. gravely, but with

friendly unction, suggests to Austria the plan of
selling out her Italiuu interests for a large sum of
no in ) down, s* the | nlv means of escaping btnk-
ruptcy, and safe!) earning on. with the capital so

hc<|Uired, the o\er-eitended business of the House
of Kopabargi Ore set of talkers are busy with
tbe construction of tue Kingdom of Etnina, over

which I'm ce Napo'eon i- to reign. That, they
sä), is to be the extreme of the interview of the
two Mitoctats. The Arcbduk .*. il this scheme,

j are to resign their claims into the hands of the
bend Of tl.eir bouse. Archduke Ferdinand s to
have, in return, the throne of the Cm ted Danubian
Principalities. As (or the Model a nun, bo ia olJ,
childless, and ask* no compensatio:!. His Duchy
Would fall to the 1 Luise of Austria, in any case, at

l hisdiath To the two Duchies hi to be joined
PinMl if whose Duchess and little Duke nop »wer

but Spam takes any friendly notice at present) and
tie Legations; the Legations, however, won d be
governed bv King Napoleon of Etrurni, in nie qilü-
fv of vassal to Koine, to winch power he would pay
homage an 1 tribote ion them. Louis Napoleon isto
"labor' with Victor Kmantiel to engsge Ihm to

persuade the Italians to trariilertheirsulliages to his
son-in-law. 'Ihe merit of another " combination"
show ;ng-t il more invenfve genious is attributed
to tte K d| of Itelg'iiiD, w h l is just now confabu¬
lating with the Emperor at liiarntr. It wmil I do
credit to the Minchc*ter (luardiao. The tWafO*
iient parts of this " solution," which are already
approved of bj Kngland, are as follows: Victor
i manil to bi King of Kingdom of Fpper Italy.
l'lertuiont, Lombard), and the three Duchies c»tn-

BOeing bis realm; Savoy |o be ceded to France;
Corolla to be given to the Franco Italian Duchess,
Li lit! of Parma; the island of Sardinia to be
bwiferred t<» tbe dispossessed Duke of Tu-eany;
England to contribute Milta to tbe Duke of M >-

cVna, where that ingeiiioiis geutlemin may tiud
¦Pftopriotl occupation in restoring the Order of the
Islind. England, DJ exchange for this iuip<irtant
cession, t'i rseetM tht s^aaadeaiaaaxal if the plans of
tbofinei Clinl, and a recognition of right to the
Isle of Perinx, of wt'ch, latterly, some writer ia
the Dt$mtt$ hmi been d»\il posseseeil; Austru to

give up pretty much everything bit honorary and
ceremonial rights in Venera; the PoM to leave
Home and the Legations, and settle at .lerusileui,
which with proper territorial surroundings, is to
be purchased by subscription of the Catholic
Powete, from the BoMilM Portl, with a handsome
balance ovi r for miilg expenses; b'aples, of
course, j-.ins the CoiiWeratlUfi. V- ti HJ this
scheme is a mnnrtl, a-.d so it is, w ich doe« not
prove that it is not accepted seriously by some: as

many of the parts of it, and those lot the least
absuid, have btilWI miflllllj discussed at different
times w.thia the past »:x Irontiit

Koisuth, who came to l'iris in the first iftn of
August, and bai jiaiscd a part of his t:m-> here
since, left a day or tw<> ago for England.

T*i IB, Bopt* I . .The M .uiitur. of t iis moming, in
an art o e containing tbe details cl" the la'e treachery
of the Chinese, concludes thus: ..The Qoremmeat
" ti ti e Ku i- n r, an-t that of Qroai Britain are about
" to take measure? tcgetber to iadUot tmaatsatviont ani
" ob'am every satisfoctiou which so tUgraat an a* t of
" tread ery NOjlkraii
Taj -¦ Sept. 12*.Tbl Ir Kadoatioa have left for

B trrit^. They were received with entbusia'ti'- a< < ia-
mlrioM by the populace everywhere along their pas-
Sj ge.
Pw: -, Sep\ J..TI - /';.». of thsevL ng, -t.-.t-s

that Coaxal sfaiaaal las arrived at Paris. The same
loornal asserts that Count Walewski will leave on the
17thbsOt.forBillrita. ard also tba' an mv-rview be¬
tween the Kmpercr Xapoleou and King Leopold will
;«.ko plaeeeatbelH .

T IB, Bopt. 12..Tbl King Of the Belgians ar-
:... -ilt'.-t ..:ay. T'i-ni nr..* his Maje«»y proceeds
to Bordaanx, bl.1 is naectal to reach M.u.i-r:t<: on the
1 Ith. 4

AUSTRIA.
The V e-na. ta ipoadosn 4 T I tit . T.-^a says:
"A Berne telegram of tne Kta mf-irm* u-< that tue

"BintsifoiaF^aociaJooopk anl Ifavpotooi will oooi
'. meet at the Castle of Arenenberg. Piiaoo Kickard
" Molten :ch ail! return ti i-i ev. n.ng from Paris. It
" is said that his orisaiol has been unsuccessful."

ITALY.
Traut, SepL iL. i ii ri' ii Dufatci, IHeoata t,

Sept. II. .To-.'ay. S gn .r 1; v..,. ..a' ;.ao...-.,ed an
e rder of the day, tnarkirg the Qoavd. ia tbe aaaaa ef
the enuttry and the King of Sardinia, fa t .eir bearinz
and discipline, evj-reeemg conii ience in the future, and
0) ngtl a*, tba t; lare and the regular troops wouid

i p,»ut the wi.-hes of the eosjsjfw*
JH on >. Se(.'. II..The tx S-cretary in tbeCabinet

cf j 'rani it \'.. Keeper of '.no Privy Are iitraa, »cd tue

Ol rela y (.;.-! .-ia, bthl late M'u:-try (or Potlifl
As. have a> know edgel t.-lay le-tore a N -tvy,

Mrtnaai ty of tba iiiuig of the tsro Mton sroea
Priaoif V., ihnaksg the Emperor LVarwIeoo, Franc«,
.ad tho0tb*r Weatera Powasa, IhiaaV ilarittiaaia ii
D ply to Ute article in the J'ny.
Pausa, Sep». 12..The Maaioaal Assembly rotei

ur e.n ii r\ily. an by i»allot, tne annexation of th-s pro-
rii i .-f Pwma t"' -.e k t g torn ot Str4.ua, under tba
epteref tboctoriou naety of Savoy, Aaoaanai

re gr.-d ia tbe at ot tba A-sasuly during the
rotmg, bat Bt tbe proe lamVion of the result of the

antl Staat« an ; ,r Fietar BaanaxtaJ bar.-t
for.li from all parte. AH prop.">eaIs mal« a' yesterday s

lb i g av - 1 *. u aloptoif unam'nousiy, ax 1 thelbllo"*-
irg motioia tak-r. lato ooiaidaaTal 'on:

I. The cotitirmation of Bigloff Farini as Dictator.
~. I be promnlgatk n of ::.e S;at.. «s of Sardinia.
3, 1 :ie u ratattioa of a t"ut,d tot tue «iseistance of the

VvtcLu. V'oJsuttocn.

SPAIN.
lottert NCiived from Madrid to tbe .'.th state that

BBfOth r 't>«#««dcr had addressed inquiries to the
Uoverrm-ttt of S;>ain concerning the con eotrari-n «>f

Spasisb troop* id Algecire*. The reply of the Spanish
Government ¦ ¦.id to nave be-en drawn up with great
courtesy, hot u;d tot toJy explain tue reasons of tM
concentration of troop* at this point. Some of the

M.vr-.d journals publish art .'lea " < n the necessity
'. taking Gibraltar from the F.ngiieh, M maUsr by
" wi.at aeais.

INDIA.
(UiXOtTa, Aog. 8..Tha civil emp'oyees have

ra^ed bjec lose to the threatened diminution of their
eslar es. It * Coniaandenc-Chicf bas issued an

. der »f the day. in wbici he a'dresses the European
ttaeas in a waimrgr ruacter. Tr-.e rebel lagjitlfeela
tfce mountains of Nepaul number abouth\ftJt. Ex-
i r. ar ge '.i a % ¦

Ami Tu lesun Orrici, Sep\ 1 .Th- Otto»*»,
from llorobay with dates to the Slat, has arrived.
S me exiifemert exists among 'be Mohammedan" of

the Pacjaab. Tie 3th aasl Ota Regiment* of Madras
Cavalry have »hoan symptom* of disafTectioa at

Hyderabad.

CHINA-
I'EFEAT Of THE AI.I.IKl) FORCES.

Cent ipra«!rare cf The In mien 7 rr. t.

Boaa K so, inly m% 1859.
Intelligence from the north .* of the most di^vtrous

nature, our let MM having been repulsed at the entrance

of the PeiM with very sever* loes. Mr. BtWOt arrived
tT tbe l'eibo or the 1Mb of June, and sought ooniuin-

nication with the authorities on ihore. Hoofl tfi of
rank wer* found, but some messages were in'ercaanged
between some petty Mandarin* and Mr, Bruce'* suite.
Tbe tenor of these was, that tbe foreign Ministers
would be allowed to proceed to I'ekin by a passage r<>

tbe northward, but that no man-of-war would be
allowed to enter the P*iho. They disclaimed acting
under Imperial order*, stating that tbe for;s and bar¬
riers were constructed by tbe country people to protect
them against pirates, rai'iig to obta.u any sati-fao-
tory intercourse, Mr. Itruce handed the matter over to

Admiral Hope, who, on the ..'öth of June, proceeded to
h u e a passage.
The re.-ult :s g.ven in the inclosed extracts from Tht
H , ./ ( ,i tt'iii 4 of the Ml and I l'h inst:
" Hll M*ji -rv s Ship-, off the Petho, duly I.
"Ol tbe J.'ith of June, the negotiations with the

Cbineee havirg ootBO to nothing but a put-off to gain
time, the Admiral with bis tlag tiyiug iu the Plover,
followed hv lie. gun boats I.ee, Mm rod, Cormorant,
Op< ssum, Hanterer, Marling, Forester, Kestrel, .Janus,
aad Haaghty, proceeded to tilke up a position off the
peiho torts, ready to attack in eve the Chinese should
ff. r an v r<».stance to elruru away the harriers. At

9 p. m., the station* having been pret'y well obtained
with the exception of the S arling and Hanterer, which
were on shore, the former on the south and the latter
on the at rth bank I, the Plover and (»possutn weighed;
the latter prei eeded to clear away a passage through
tbe iron stakes which composed the hrst obstruction,
i Wt of these having been drawn, the Plover, followed
by td-.e t'possnm, passed through them, and also the
second boom, which had been destroyed by the tlag
captain on the previous night. < >n arriving at th* sec

ond, sbe attempted, together with the Opossum, to

bteak through it, but without effect. Almost unuiedi
ately, a "ingle gun was tired at her, and directly all
tbe masks were rolled up, and a tremendous tire wa*

111 ed on the squadron, and the action became gen
eral. Tbe Lee, by -ignal from the Plover, passed
tbr<>ugh the slakes to the eupoort of the Admiral.
The l'.ov»r and the Opossum were however, soon

gea to ehp, tbe fire being too heavy for them, and,
fol owed by itie l..e. dropped clear of the stakes at
3:15 The gun boat Phver suffered very much la
k lied and wounded. An officer was sentto tlia reserve

to order up re» ttorcenients,but the tide wa.- i«o strong
fi r the b'ats to a'tempt to pull n|>. The Am-rn tn

tlag c Beat very kinaly offered to tow the boats up to

apieitionto enable tntm to r**ach the gun-boa's. At
41.ÜI the enemy s tire was slackened considerably, or-

der* were eeut, do vn to the reeerve for Mannes and
Naval Hrigades to prepare to land, and the Forester
ar.d rhe Opossum, together with the Toeywan, pro-
eeded and towed them to the Nimrod, the place of

renoe/.vous. At an early period of theaemn the Al-
iiiirol Lad been wounded on board th* Plover by a

splinter in the thigh, and that vessel was anriet entire¬
ly disabled. He shifted his flag to the (ipo'- ni.

W hen there he took his station on the abooee, and
thence issued bis orders, until a round shot cut tho
mainstay on which he was leaning, and caused him to
lall to the deck, a bight of -nine eig^lit hot. breaking a
riband severely -baking htm. Alter a short time lie
left the Opeatasn m toe Da Caayia't gig, ami pro
i eeded to the Cormorant, where he remained. At Si l">
the boats, having assembled alongside the Nimrod,
pushed tor the shore as near the sake* as poe-i lie,
aad oppotita to tie left bastMm, about ism yards dis-
tant from it. The landing here was composed of mud
about knee deep, and tM greatest difficulty was ex-

per.etceii in getting up the scaling ladder- and bridges.
The Marine" m d Naval liiigade, a OBM I portion of
which had only just landed, pushed to the front under
a very heavy tire from six gnns in flunk and in front.
The Uie from the wails of gingalLi, rules, and arrows
was aleo very heavy.
" No check had hitherto taken place, but here a

ifitch, five teet deep and ten broad, occurred, and the
men having no etioice, plunged across, and thereby
wetted their ammunition. A party of some ..0 oilicers
and men again pushed on and crossed ano'her wet
ditch, which took them wi'hin v.11 yards of the wall.
In the n eau tixe Captains 8badwell and Var.sittnrt, a.<

also Cohnel I.emon, having been wounded, the oos»
mauds ktvotvos] on Commanders Couimere.ll and Major
l'arke. It was now ab >ut if o'chs k, and darkness bad
set in. The position of the landing party was most
precarious: SB otlicers and men alone reuiained in the
hrst ditch, and a?ont I s) in th-: se<'ood. Many
bad been killed and wounded, and, with the excep¬
tion of a small body l'si yard* further ba-k, no
r- enforcements appeared tobe offering, an 1 the men
a ready at the tumt Were perfectly exhausted, and
wi'tiout dry ummnnition or rille* tit to uee. The
officers in vain etc uragei their men to charge to the
wails, but it was ineffectual; the men were few and
dine up, and ev-n if they ,had not been, they never
could have carried them against the thousands that
l.ned the walls. 1'r.der these circumstances the com-
maiding ofBctr dispatched an otlicer to the rear to ask
for instructions, and the senior iflicer sent bun back
immediately with orders frr the for je to withdraw, as
BO reenforcements could be sent. Hirectly this order
witf* received, ti.e wounded were dispatcheil to the rear

by twos and tiirse«, and two hours baving been given
thetn to get to the boat.-, the s j,ali advaue^d party re-
treated ¦ gi.oi order from ditch to ditch, tzaeatuag
tbe ground in tneir retreat foraoy woundeif that miglr.
have been overlorAed. Many pisir fellows, aia^ in
the retreat fell to rise no more, but the wounded were
saved and brought ff.

'. In tbe mean time the boat* of the squadron under
Capt. W ies employed ÜMaaaarvat in embarkiogthe
weaadod, aad the lanoing parly,and 1 odock, or a little
a'ter, tney were all off. Tne gun-boat* did tieir duty
ably, and covered the landing party op to the late-t
moment it waa prudent to tire, and shortly after, as a

testimony cf their hard-fought day, tae Lee and Kes¬
trel -ur k.and tfce Haughty j'M managed to keep herself
arioat lifj the morning, when she weut down, butfortu-
na ely oat of range. At 3 a. m. the Cormorant, with the
Adu.irainn hoard, full of wounded, was so fast agrounJ
that it was considered necessary to leave her, a* she
was right under the bat'enes, aud at daylight tue ene¬

my Would doubtless concentrate their tire on her,
whereas if she were temporarily abandoned it was
hi ped that tue enemy WOoJl cease rinu » on her, and
the text i ght we should be able to get ner off. For
the sen.e reasons the Plover and Starling, b rth im¬
movably agroor.d, were cleared of their crew*. Tne
ntotniasj Of tha 20tai OfeOW/ad our squadron in ea i con-
diticn. hardly a gun boat but was disabled However,
during the day the carpenters of the s juadron were

employed pa chiag them up temporanly, arid the Star¬
ling bav mg rlo&teo, her second master pro.-eeded in a

dingy and cut her cable, when ehe drifted out of raago
with the ebb- Two night attempts were mado by ('apt.
Wille* lo recover f..a Cormorant and the Plover, but
w ithout bboOOBBj Ti.£ Cormorant's st. ip'n company hav¬
irg remained till 11 a. m. to endeavor to float her, a

'erritir fir* was opened upon her from batteries
both .Ofth and sou'li. and it soon became evident that
the was smking. Orders were therefore sent down to
Commander \\ oJehou-e ordering him to abandon her
if b* bod to hopes. Her ship's company and OeJoett
were embarked a^< orditgly, bot not before tbe water
was up to her h wer leck, and had' an hour afterward
sL« went down head furemwt. The same night fresti
atteii.p;.-weie male on the Plover, but .'was fouod
imprac ticable, as sbe was full of water and gav e LtJ

hope of her baiag abio to float. At daylight the Kae-
trel, sunk on the SMI nnderthe batteri-s, was observed
dril'irjg out, aad having been towed by the Janus into
-le al water, wa> eventually rOOOOatas! Hunng that
day the enemy g-< oD bfjard the Plov-r OVOT Iba n 1.
and sav?d bj tne trouble of dottfOVxM bot by setting
bar 01 fkra fit meal I to, but not before a greai rxirtion
of her store* had been re<overed.

" The text two or thro* days the booAtof the Chesa-
pnolra wifo nmplojatl ikotitjiBg. the abandoned reo-
eels as much a- rxx>sible.

" I have to time to id 1 m ire, as I hear a vessel i*
going to fiharghae. t Pray let me hev from you as soon
.0 IM -e.ii>. We sball in all probability remain in the
Gulf till nearly the last. '

"HekMajcstt s Ship-, off thi Pkum, 7
July 3, Ixjtf. t"

"The whole of the equa-fron ha-1 a*sembled off tue
Pewo by |kj lt%\ Of ftm, and prepwatiou were im-

mediate!* made in ran warlike measures should be
necessary, we in the stiuedroo, however, never dream-
mg that the Chines* would be so med e« to re«i«t.
Several letter* aad massages passes! between Mr.
Bruce and the Mandarins, tba purport of win h » |
never be known until they are published ia the Ko¬
gl ish paper*, but the qoes'ion at '»«-ae r*«ein»d m the
er l to have resolved i'ss-lt into this: The Mandarine
sa d that Mr. Hruce would be received at Pskin bp
m, r ¦ ¦ une rem d -ab i* way, b1;' that the river was

blinked up by barrier* and no man-of-war would be
allowed to pa/s. Mr. il' ace, . n töe other band, waa

determined tba'be would goby the river, aad f>ree
ti e passage if necessary. Of M arse the matter now
fell info the Admiral's ban is, and warlike opera'ioaa
inineciat.lv emmetc. d. i »;i ti e Jlth the whole of the
Naval and Manne Brigades, with the Flench frigate.
l>u Cuavla, were towed in over ftho bar and nut o«

beard some jinks which had beea detained for thej
purpose cut i-f inretv t of the forts. Tbe remaiadar

t this day was spent in making tbe final preptrati.vQ
for an attack on the fort«. wbi-;h are very subetaut;ally
built, and have evidently had the benefr. of Kuropea*
skill m their construction, as did als» their guns dorieg>
the action. Ti " prinipel fort* consist of three bas¬
tion*, connected by curtains, and armed with guas of
ftcm .'pounders <> .s>.p.>unders. One of tnese forts ia

on tbe south bank of the r.ver, ai d another < n the
toith. but that on the north runs at right-angles to the
south batteties, and thus any -hips anchonug paraUel
to the south forte.i. c, in tbe line of tbe river.are

exposed to a raking or longitnd.nal tire from the nortit
forts. Beside theee. there are two or three other bat¬
teries which took part in the action, bat without much:
effect. Four very formidable barriers crcssed th«
river, the enter one beiDg so aliaatad that it was not
more thsu tiOQ yards from any gun in the batteries, an I
considerably less than that from most of them. Th«
ling captain partially destroyed one i»f" these baTiere
dunrg the night of the '.'Ith. bat was died on by the
batteries, and rcured.

" Ou Sa'ur.lav, June ! >, the gunboats Jann«, Kea-
trel. Fee, Haughty, Plover, Starling, Opossum, Ban-
terer. and Forester, with the d'speU-h-veeeel* Nonrod
and Cormorant, toe a up their positions, the inuer gun-
b »at, the Banterer, being clone to the outer barrier ort

the forth side uf the river, the line of vessels croewintr,
the stream t.om that p >int iiagonalty, or in a sou'-herly
direction. Tbe Admiral had hoist«d his tlaa; on tn»anl
the Piever, and, with the Op« sauin leading, he pre*
«ceded about | p. m. to force his way to the outer

barrier. The Opossum steamed at it, but it was too
,-trong tor her; however, by hocking her anchor to on<j

of the pies she managed to drag one up, and so male
room to pass through, and then sieamei on toward the
si cord barrier. Fvery one now began to think that,
the Chinese were g ung to let us pass through i|u;etly,
but that idea was <f very short duration, for the Ad-

! miral, fullowing the t ipossum, bad no sooner pushed
the how of the Plover through the barrier, thail bang
went a gun from the ba'terits into bar. She ianaed
at. ly leturned it end tlie whole ol the iort<* opened tire
as if by magic (this was at 8? In p. ml. A tremen.ioae

I earnerade ensued, and it lasted witiiout interims- rt

until between I and "i o'clock, tl a Chinese firing with
j ren arkable precision and causing a terrible loss on

beard the gun-boats, the Plover and Opossum had :.j
retrace their ete|>e and join the rest ot the squadron.
So severe was the fire that im a very short tnne the)
Plover and two other gun-boats bad to be ree-oforcel
Iron the Naval Brigade. The Admiral was woamled
in the early part of the ac'ion, but refused to leave the
deck. His gun boats were evidently a mark for tho
etvemj until be shifted to the Cormorant. The tida
falling, reverai of the vessels grounded, and the ene¬

my s fire was now cutting them to pieoee below th>*
water line. The sotitheru batteries, however, he*}
begun to slacken their tire, and it being thought that %

landing might be effected with a good prospect of suc¬

cess, an officer was sent to inspect the propped spot
for the landing, and reported it practicable. Tlie
signal was immediately ma le for the landing parties,
ai d the two brigades approached in two vessels for
some distance, aid then pulled in toward the siore.

Directly lh>v commenced landing, they were assailed!
by a tremendous lire from all the batteries, and a dread¬
ful carnage ensued. Tho mud was so heavy that the)
men could scarcely struggle through it, and they wer.»

mowed down by dozens. Many who were wounded!
fell and were smothered in tlie mud; otberti we;,,

actually drowned in this dreadful morass from pur«
fatigue. Mary more contrived to push on toward the
batteries, hut scarcely a man bad a dry cartridge.
The two ditches were crossed, but the utter impose/,
bility of bringing up scaling ladders or bridges through,
nob a sea oi mud battled all attempts at st irining.
The Chinese threw out tue balls, which, in the dark¬
ness that ad now cone on, showed very distinctly the
poaitiou of our people. Captain Shad well, who com¬

manded the Naval Brigade, having boea severe!«
wounded, and many other officers a id men killed an t
wound, d, it was but too evident that any further
atteo pt would only entail a still greater srunbee of
life, and therefore the retteat waa reluctantly irdered.
The Chindse gave a yell of tnumph when they saw
this movement, and, if possible, redoubled their Are,
while our poor fallows retraced their step* as best they
could, many having to crawl on their hands and knees '.»

prevent sinking into the mud altogether. Ily f
p. m. the wounded and the remains of the land¬
ing par y were embaiked. T» return to tbe gun-
b< ata- the duel between them and the tort*
ecommenoed with great fury and continued

until long af'er daik, when at length, all tbe ammuni¬
tion being expended, and the vessels all being in a
sn kirg condition, the lirmggradually ceased, and by
In o clock the action may be atid to have ended. The
I,ee and Kestrel bad already sunk, and the Cormorant
was fast following their example, and they, with tvo
or three otherguLboatj«, bad to be deeertedduring the
night. Thus ended this most disastrous affair; the only
redeeming noint in it is that our men, though beaten,
fought everywhere with the m ..-t desperate resolution,
and had there been firm footing for the Marine and
Naval Brigades there can be no doubt that the fort«
would have been carried: as it wad, their part of the
fighting was a straggle against mud. and riot against
Chinamen. Between tie .nth of June and this day
we have managed to rescue all the vessels from under
the guns of tbe batteries, except tbe Cormorant,
Fee, und Plover, they are utterly aWtMfnsL
but the remainder have been patched up suf-
fi.ently to make them float. The Kestrel floated
out in the moet extraordinary manner, and man¬

aged to steam out and join the rest of I lie s.puvlroa
iart evening; and the Chinese, who have kept up a

desultory lire an our vesods ever since the «BW, are

n<>w left in the^uiet enjoyment of their viirtory. The
Americans, though they took no part in tlie action,
have been extremely kind in assisting our wounded,
and in various other ways have earned the gooi wishea
of the whole Mpia-iron. I send you a list of the hilled
and wounded which yon will see is a very heavy one,
considering that the total number of men of all arma
engaged did not exceed 1,3U0, There may be one
or two n.imes omitted, but it it very difficult to dist- jvsr
among so many vessels who are in tbe list of <vael-
ties. I carnot now ascertain the number <>f teameo
and mar ries in each vessel, but the total loss, iuc'.u 1-
ing ofsWon >md men of all arms, ,.( p,| kuiel an 1
wounded. Hie officers are as follows:
"CaaajaiTiia saroni rata pgiaio Fours osjn»t

1899.
Kil l |P,

Lent. Graves, lt. N., the Assistance, killed oa
shore.

l/.-ut. Clutterbuck, It. N., the Coromandel, kiHad
on shore.

[dent, Ksson, K. N., the Plover, killed on board,
(.'apt. M'Keuna, Koyai Kegiment, hilieJ on board

the Plover.
Mr. Herbett, midshipman, the Chesapeake, killed)

on shore.
I. cut. Woolridge, B .yal Marine Brigade, killed

shore.
Lieut. Inglis, Koyal Marine, the Highflyer, k lied ia

beat.
VUVVMD.

Admiral nope, severely.
Capt. Vaneittart, the Magu ienno, I...... ol left leg

below knee.
Capt. Shadwtll, the Highflyer, severe worad. of

foot.
Cap*. Willes the Chesapeake, slightly.
Col. I>*mon, Koyal Marine Brigade, severely.
Lieut. Purvis, K. N., the Highflyer, slightly.
Lieut. Buckle, Magicienne, slightly.
Mr. P.urniston, n *-'er tna Banterer, slightly.
Mr. Armitage, nudsbipmaa, the ( raiser, sererelf.
Mr. Powlett. miaehipman, the Cambrian,severely.
Mr. N. B. Smith, mate, the Chesapeake, severely.
Mr. Phillips, second master, the Plover, shght.y.
I/eut. Longley, Koyal Kngineers, the Plover,***

verely.
The Kev. H. Hewliatt, chaplain, Itoyal Marine Brig¬

ade, severely.
('apt. Masters, the Chesapeake.
Capt. S aughter, Koyal Marine Krgale.
Lieut. Wülun s, Koyal Marin.- Artillery.
Lieut. Craaford, Koyal Marine Artillery.
Lieut. Collier, Koyal Marire Brigade.
Li.-ut. Can ing* >c, K.yal Marine Brigade.
Lieut. Smith, l£..yal Marine Brigade.
Lieut. Perceval, Fary, sightly.

Tut Km.iD am> \\'oi mi, ...

British. Ifd| French, I killed and it woanded, uv

ekadang Capt. frlantak (uu Chayla), wound.d at the
arm.

Total of Mari.vi: Bittrnnf ovlt.
Killed. W.-aasesV

'fn -err. j ¦
S. ri-aj.u. 2 I*
Bnaiert.0 1
i rj- ra t. I '
Rank and Kile..'......ItI*4
Mnt.is i5

.'Jilt Mb
" Since our issue of the Nk the Hon. F. W> Bfttl*

and M. da Bourboulon, tbe Minister* of Eotjlac»
and France, with their suites, have arrived in Btaw
bae, the fonncr fej tleCorouiand«!, Ute l«U<i * tiw u*


